REPORT 

ON 

' M ij  , s* 

CHINA 

by 

Darby  Fulton 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

P.  Q.  BOX  330  NASHVILLE  1,  TENNESSEE 


Report  on  China 

By  C.  Darby  Fulton 

The  Present  Situation 

The  rapid  advance  of  the  Communist  ar- 
mies in  China,  and  the  disintegration  of  vir- 
tually all  resistance  against  them,  are  de- 
velopments which  have  brought  us  increas- 
ing anxiety  and  concern.  At  present  the 
Communists  hold  almost  all  of  China  north 
of  the  Yangtze  River;  the  Nationalist  Gov- 
ernment has  abandoned  its  capital  at  Nan- 
king; and  this  city,  standing  almost  de- 
fenseless on  the  south  bank  of  the  Yangtze, 
is  now  conceded  to  be  practically  an  open 
city  which  could  be  occupied  by  Communists 
almost  at  will.  As  far  as  we  know,  all  of  our 
Mission  Stations  north  of  the  river  are  now 
in  Communist  hands. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  what  plans,  if  any, 
the  Nationalist  Government  has  for  the 
months  ahead.  There  has  been  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  policy  and  this  has 
added  confusion  and  weakness  to  the  already 
tottering  structure  of  the  Nationalist  cause. 
Four  different  points  of  view  have  been  ad- 
vocated: 

There  is  the  “fight  to  the  last  ditch” 
group  which  urges  that  the  struggle  be  con- 
tinued to  the  bitter  end.  This  group  has  lost 
favor  rapidly  during  the  past  few  weeks: 
first,  because  fighting  on  against  superior 
forces  means  struggle  and  death,  and  prob- 
ably the  loss  of  all  in  the  end;  and  second, 
because  of  the  general  war  weariness  of  the 
people,  after  these  years  of  unceasing  dis- 
order and  carnage. 

A second  group  advocates  conciliation  and 
compromise.  They  urge  that  some  sort  of 
deal  be  made  with  the  Communists  so  that 
the  coalition  that  may  result  would  be  at 
least  something  more  temperate  than  un- 
diluted Communism. 

A third  group  might  be  called  the  “reform” 
party.  They  advocate  the  instituting  of  a 
sweeping  program  of  popular  reforms,  so 
far-reaching  in  character  as  to  make  anything 
the  Communists  might  offer  seem  inconse- 
quential by  comparison. 


The  fourth  group  might  be  characterized 
as  the  “drifting”  party.  They  urge  that  the 
best  thing  to  do  is  to  do  nothing;  that  if 
matters  are  just  left  alone  they  will  soon 
become  so  bad  that  World  War  III  will  break 
out  and  the  United  States  will  then  come 
in  and  help  the  Nationalists  pull  their  chest- 
nuts out  of  the  fire. 

The  trouble  now  about  most  of  these  sug- 
gestions is  that  they  come  too  late.  The  Na- 
tionalists have  lost  what  bargaining  position 
they  had  a few  weeks  ago,  and  the  victories 
of  the  Communists  have  been  so  overwhelm- 
ing that  they  are  not  disposed  to  accept  any 
sort  of  settlement  short  of  full  and  complete 
surrender.  Recent  offers  of  peace  or  negotia- 
tion made  by  the  Nationalists  have  been 
sneered  at  by  the  Communists,  branded  hypo- 
critical, openly  ridiculed  and  scorned  so  that 
the  Nationalists  now  find  themselves  in  the 
plight  of  being  unable  even  to  seek  peace. 

The  conclusion  is  now  accepted,  even  by 
many  of  the  strongest  champions  of  the  Na- 
tionalist cause,  that  some  change  of  regime 
seems  imminent  in  China. 

The  Nature  of  the  Issue 

What  is  this  Communism?  There  is  a ten- 
dency in  this  country  to  underestimate  the 
seriousness  of  the  issues  that  are  at  stake 
in  China.  Some  are  inclined  to  shrug  the 
whole  matter  off  as  being  merely  a party  con- 
flict, somewhat  analogous  to  the  bickering 
and  rivalry  that  characterize  our  Democrats 
and  Republicans  in  an  election  year.  This,  we 
believe  is  to  misunderstand  the  real  nature  of 
the  China  struggle.  Realism  requires  that  we 
recognize  Communism  for  what  it  is,  a move- 
ment of  great  fanaticism,  anti-religious  in 
character,  posing  probably  the  greatest  threat 
to  Christianity  that  has  been  seen  since  Islam 
moved  with  the  sword  many  centuries  ago 
against  North  Africa  and  Southern  Europe. 

It  is  difficult  to  find  any  ground  of  recon- 
ciliation between  Communism  and  Christian- 
ity; for  Communism  in  China,  as  elsewhere, 
stands  condemned  on  three  counts: 

1.  It  is  atheistic  in  its  philosophy;  or,  more 
accurately,  it  is  thoroughly  materialistic  and 
secular,  and  anti-religious  in  character. 


2.  Its  methods  are  those  of  intimidation, 
ruthlessness,  violence  and  murder. 

3.  It  is  a movement  for  the  few,  and  not 
a movement  for  the  many. 

It  is  at  this  last  point  that  one  is  most  likely 
to  be  challenged,  as  Communism  has  some- 
how succeeded  in  representing  itself  to  the 
world  as  a crusade  to  uplift  the  masses  and 
to  free  the  down-trodden  from  the  oppres- 
sions of  capitalism  and  privilege.  Our  mis- 
sionaries, however,  and  others  who  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  Communism  in  oper- 
ation in  China,  testify  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  who  suffer  under 
its  tyranny.  The  whole  populace  is  preyed 
upon  for  whatever  it  can  produce.  The  rich 
are  robbed  of  their  much;  the  poor,  of  the 
little  that  they  possess.  One  look  at  the  refu- 
gees in  any  Chinese  city  is  evidence  enough 
that  they  who  have  fled  from  the  advancing 
Communist  armies  are  not  the  wealthy  only, 
but  for  the  most  part  the  poor,  the  peasantry 
of  North  China. 

The  Outlook  for  Christian  Missions 

What  is  the  bearing  of  all  this  on  our  work 
in  China  and  what  are  the  prospects  for  the 
future?  Here,  again,  there  is  much  specula- 
tion and  difference  of  opinion. 

Some  take  a hopeful  attitude.  They  believe 
that  the  developments  of  the  next  few 
months  will  not  confirm  the  worst  fears  that 
we  entertain.  They  base  their  brighter  view 
on  the  following  considerations: 

1.  That  missionaries  who  have  remained  in 
Communist  areas  are  being  treated  with  sur- 
prising generosity  and  kindness.  This  has 
been  true,  for  example,  of  our  own  Dr.  Frank 
Brown  and  Dr.  Ed.  Currie,  as  far  as  reports 
have  been  received.  No  bodily  harm  has 
come  to  them.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
been  treated  with  courtesy,  left  free  to  con- 
tinue much  of  their  work,  and  are  going 
about  their  daily  tasks  with  little  apparent 
interference. 

2.  The  hope  is  expressed  further,  that  as 
Communism  expands  over  the  vast  geograph- 
ical extent  of  China  and  its  overwhelming 
population,  it  is  bound  to  be  spread  thin  by 
the  sheer  distance  that  it  has  to  travel. 


3.  Some  point  to  the  natural  respect  of 
the  Chinese  people  for  moderation.  They  are, 
we  are  told,  worshippers  of  the  “Golden 
Mean,”  and  that  there  is  in  this  quality  of  the 
Chinese  some  hope  for  a toning  down  of  the 
extreme  and  violent  qualities  that  Com- 
munism has  shown  in  other  countries. 

4.  It  is  pointed  out,  also,  that  the  principles 
of  Christianity  have  gained  strong  hold  in 
the  hearts  of  millions  of  Chinese,  far  beyond 
the  circle  of  those  who  openly  profess  their 
faith  in  Christ,  and  that  there  is  certainly 
to  be  some  neutralization  of  the  anti-religious 
quality  that  is  at  the  basis  of  Communist 
philosophy. 

Others,  however,  take  a darker  view.  They 
point  out: 

1.  That  the  kindly  treatment  missionaries 
have  received  in  this  first  stage  of  Commu- 
nism’s advance  cannot  be  taken  to  guarantee 
a continued  attitude  of  tolerance  toward  mis- 
sionary work.  They  remind  us  that  a pat- 
tern is  already  discernible  in  the  Communist 
program  in  accordance  with  which  restric- 
tions upon  Christian  activities  become  in- 
creasingly severe  as  time  goes  on  and  the 
tenure  of  the  Communists  in  any  particular 
locality  becomes  more  established  and  secure. 
A missionary  from  one  of  the  Northern  areas 
reports  that  when  the  Communists  first  came 
in  they  placed  signs  on  all  the  churches  and 
chapels  which  read,  “Religious  Freedom.” 
After  a while  these  signs  came  down  and 
other  signs  replaced  them  reading,  “Beware 
of  Superstition.”  Later,  these  signs  disap- 
peared and  a third  set  was  posted  which  said, 
“Down  with  Christianity.”  Even  where 
American  missionaries  are  being  treated  with 
personal  courtesy  and  generosity,  placards 
are  displayed  all  over  the  community  which 
say,  “Away  with  American  Imperialism.” 
Christianity  and  Americanism  are  both  su- 
premely unpopular  with  the  Communists. 

2.  It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  civil  ad- 
ministration, which  comes  in  after  the  mili- 
tary to  set  up  the  social  and  political  regime, 
is  more  sensitive  to  ideological  considerations 
than  the  mere  soldiers  or  fighters.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  felt  that  progressive  restrictions 
may  be  expected,  and  that  those  forms  of 
Christian  missionary  service  in  which  the 


distinctive  principles  of  Christianity  are  em- 
phasized, namely,  evangelism  and  education, 
will  sooner  or  later  be  prescribed.  Some  en- 
tertain the  hope  that  hospital  work  and  other 
forms  of  Christian  eleemosynary  service  may 
be  allowed  to  continue.  Already  reports  are 
coming  in  from  areas  that  first  reported  a 
surprising  degree  of  freedom,  that  now  all 
religious  teaching  in  schools  is  forbidden,  that 
Communist  textbooks  are  being  substituted 
for  those  in  use,  and  that  education  in  the 
principles  of  Communism  is  being  required. 
How  long  missionaries  can  continue  under 
such  developments  without  lending  them- 
selves and  their  institutions  outright  to  Com- 
munist ends,  remains  to  be  seen. 

Among  our  own  missionaries  there  is  con- 
siderable difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
the  future  holds.  Some  feel  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  continue  Christian  work  where 
Communism  is  in  control.  They  question 
even  the  possibility  of  remaining  and  living 
there.  There  is  the  problem  of  reaching  them 
with  funds  for  their  livelihood.  They  are  cut 
off  from  all  communication.  Such  word  as  we 
have  had,  for  example,  from  Dr.  Brown  and 
Dr.  Ed.  Currie  have  come  by  personal  mes- 
sengers who  have  somehow  found  their  way 
through  the  lines.  Mail  communication  is 
not  available.  There  is  no  business  reciproc- 
ity or  any  basis  of  financial  exchange  between 
the  Nationalists  and  the  Communists.  More- 
over, it  is  a requirement  of  the  Communists 
that  every  man  should  be  earning  a legiti- 
mate support,  and  livelihood  by  means  of 
preaching  the  Gospel  is  not  so  recognized. 
Missionaries  who  remain  under  Communist 
control  must  therefore  prepare  to  find  a 
way  of  making  a living,  and  this  in  commu- 
nities that  have  been  bled  white  by  the  con- 
fiscation of  all  resources  and  where  business 
is  at  a standstill. 

We  cannot  but  admire  the  courage  of  those 
missionaries  who,  with  calm  deliberation  and 
with  splendid  faith,  have  committed  them- 
selves to  staying  on.  Their  platform  is  that 
Christianity  must  find  some  way  to  bear  its 
witness  to  Communist  communities.  Whether 
or  not  this  can  be  done,  they  say,  will  never 
be  known  until  someone  has  tried.  They  are 
willing  to  make  the  experiment,  and  in  de- 
pendence upon  God  are  determined  to  stand 
their  ground  as  long  as  it  is  possible. 


Let  the  Church  Be  Steadfast 

One  of  the  main  problems  in  this  whole 
emergency  is  to  keep  up  the  courage  and 
faith  of  our  home  Church.  Many  are  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  the  temptation  of  easy  dis- 
couragement. They  are  inclined  to  feel  that 
Christian  work  has  come  to  nought  and  to 
deplore  any  further  effort  in  China  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  foolish  to  continue  pouring 
money  “down  a rat  hole.”  In  response  to 
this  attitude,  certain  things  need  to  be  said: 

1.  That  the  rapid  advance  of  the  Commu- 
nist armies  over  north  China  does  not  mean 
that  the  millions  who  inhabit  that  area  are 
being  converted  to  the  principles  of  this 
movement.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are 
only  about  three  million  Communists  in 
China.  But  these  have  armed  themselves 
with  the  implements  of  modern  warfare  and 
are  exercising  a tyranny  over  the  people  by 
the  sheer  force  of  military  weapons.  In  their 
wake,  within  the  hearts  of  millions  of  Chi- 
nese, there  is  seething  discontent  and  rebel- 
lion. The  Communists  are  being  met  by  fierce 
fires  of  hatred  and  fear.  The  strongest  core 
of  constructive  resistance  is  in  the  Christian 
group.  Outward  circumstances  of  disorder 
will  not  choke  this  vine  of  God’s  own  plant- 
ing which  has  taken  root  deep  in  the  hearts 
of  thousands  of  Christian  Chinese. 

2.  It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  only 
$167,400  of  our  Rehabilitation  Funds  have 
actually  been  spent  in  China  to  date  since  the 
close  of  the  World  War.  Our  missionaries, 
conscious  of  the  unsettled  conditions,  have 
employed  the  greatest  caution  and  discretion 
in  the  use  of  the  money  that  has  been  avail- 
able. For  the  most  part,  funds  have  been 
expended,  not  for  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings, but  rather  for  the  repairing  of  damaged 
structures  that  could  be  put  back  into  use 
at  minimum  cost.  While  the  Tsingkiangpu 
Hospital  has  been  burned  and  one  residence 
at  our  Haichow  Station  has  also  been  razed, 
there  is  no  further  evidence  that  the  Com- 
munists will  destroy  the  properties  that  we 
have  established  in  China.  But  if  they  do; 
if  every  dollar  that  has  been  spent  in  the  last 
three  years  in  permanent  equipment  should 
be  lost;  surely  the  Church  will  not  regret  or 
begrudge  the  contribution  that  has  been  made 
toward  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Christian 
movement  in  China  in  these  days  that  have 


followed  the  war.  We  ought  to  be  thankful 
that  we  have  been  given  the  privilege  dur- 
ing this  interim  of  proving  again  to  our  Chi- 
nese brethren  our  fellowship  with  them  in 
the  faith,  of  assisting  them  to  their  feet,  of 
strengthening  them  in  their  Christian  re- 
solve, and  of  making  known  to  them  the  soli- 
darity of  this  fraternity  of  faith  of  which  we 
both  are  a part.  This  effort  has  served  im- 
measurably to  strengthen  the  Chinese  Church 
against  the  new  onslaught  that  it  is  about  to 
face.  If  our  American  Christians  cannot  re- 
gard the  sums  they  have  given  as  expendable 
and  rejoice  in  the  privilege  they  have  had 
of  assisting  our  Chinese  brethren,  we  are 
not  made  of  the  spiritual  fibre  that  our  Lord 
has  a right  to  expect  of  His  followers. 

3.  It  should  also  be  stated  that  China  is 
only  one  field  for  which  our  Rehabilitation 
and  Program  of  Progress  funds  have  been 
asked.  Africa  alone  is  in  the  Program  for 
almost  $1,000,000;  Korea  for  $1,000,000; 
Japan  for  $800,000;  Brazil  for  $750,000;  Mexico 
for  $360,000.  If  we  had  but  one  field  and  all 
the  others  were  closed,  there  would  still  be 
ample  need  and  opportunity  to  warrant  the 
raising  of  $4,000,000  for  Foreign  Missions. 

What  about  our  China  missionaries?  Ac- 
cording to  the  latest  summary,  30  mission- 
aries have  returned  from  China  to  the  United 
States,  some  of  whom  are  ill  or  near  retire- 
ment age  or  furlough  time  and  some  of  whom 
are  soon  to  be  transferred  to  Japan;  five  have 
been  transferred  to  Formosa  to  work  with  the 
Canadian  Presbyterian  Mission  there;  27  are 
still  in  China,  and  a considerable  number  of 
these  have  determined  to  see  this  emergency 
through. 

Let  the  Church  go  forward,  not  in  fear  but 
in  faith.  May  God  help  us  to  measure  up  in 
devotion  and  courage  to  the  splendid  men  and 
women  who  are  today  sticking  to  their  posts, 
ready  to  risk  life  and  fortune  to  fulfill  their 
missionary  commission. 
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